
Ashby de la Zouch 
 

Newsletter May 2016 

 

General Meetings are held on the last Tuesday of each month from 2:00p.m to 4:00p.m. at the 
Congregational Church, Kilwardby Street, Ashby de la Zouch 

 
Last General Meeting: 30th May 
 
Notices:   
There was a reminder of our Social Evening on Friday 1st July at Blackfordby Village Hall. Music 
and entertainment by The Flashback Band. Tickets £3 
Tickets and food choice slips are available at the General meeting, or from Ann Thompson on 
01530 452078. 
It was pointed out that the music won't be too loud and that the band play music of our era i.e. 
50s, 60s and early 70s. 
 
Group Reports:  
Sandra Fox gave a comprehensive report on the activities of the History Group, and Mike Stow did 
likewise for the Industrial Heritage group. Both groups would be happy to see new members. If 
you are interested then see the contact details in the Group Reports below 
 
Guest Speaker: Alan Phillips 
Subject:   Take Heart Leicester 
 
Ashby U3a members were happy to welcome Alan Phillips, Chair of "Take Heart Leicester" to talk 
about the charity for cardiac patients and their carers. Based in Leicester at Glenfield Hospital, the 
charity covers Leicester's 3 main hospitals. This year its members celebrated its 30th anniversary. 
As a small charity Alan explained that its aim is to help adult cardiac patients and carers. As well as 
the members, it is supported too by some medical staff and Alan was keen to tell us of their 
interest in the charity and the fact the Glenfield Hospital is at the cutting edge of research into 
cardiac conditions. Support by charity members (who pay an annual subscription fee) includes the 
purchase of equipment for hospital wards, supporting patients and carers both at home and on 
the wards mainly reassuring them regarding their treatment and rehabilitation. 
 
There is a Take Heart Leicester web page and also a publicity stall in the foyer of Glenfield Hospital 
on the third Wednesday of each month. This stall helps boost funds and acts as a contact point for 
patients attending hospital appointments. Although a small charity Take Heart Leicester members 
work hard to help their fellow cardiac sufferers. They also play hard and their programme for 2016 
is busy and varied. 
 
Dorothy Chapman thanked Alan and his wife, Rosemary, for coming along to talk to us and for 
giving us an insight into this charity. 
  



Next General Meeting:   
 
Date:  28th June 
Speaker:  Margaret Harrison  
Subject:  Four Weddings and Four Funerals (The story of Bess of Hardwick) 
 

2016 Tea and Coffee Rota Meeters and Greeters 

May  Avril and Bill Wilson 

June  Mary Gough and Pat Heath 

July   

August The Committee  

September Phil & Sue Bloor, Christine Dogherty, 
Sonia Spence 

 

October   

November   

December The Committee  

January ‘17   

February   

 
 

 Reporting Group  

June Italian  
Literature 

Lynda Hall 
Sandra Harris 

July Lunch  
Medium Walks 

Ray Bentley 
Carole Harriman 

August none  

September Music Appreciation  
Quiz 

David Oakley 
Malcolm Bird 

October Trips & Outings  
Walking 

John Howlett 
Bob Baxendale 

November Bird Watching  
Bridge 

James Bloor 
Neil Roberts 

December none  

January ‘17 Calligraphy 
Family History 

Jenny Slawson 
John Dogherty 

February   

 
  



Interest Groups Timetable: 
 
June 

Interest group Meeting date and time Venue 

Bird Watching 1st June at 10 am Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Wood, 
near Normanton le Heath 

Bridge 6th June at 7-9 pm 
13th June at 2-4 pm 
20th June at 7-9 pm 
27th June at 2-4 pm 

Royal Hotel, Ashby. 

Calligraphy 14th June at 2pm Sue Cornell's 

Computer 20th June at 2 pm 16 Winchester Way 

Digital 
Photography 

2nd June at 10 am 16 Winchester Way. 

Drawing and 
painting 

15th June at 10 am 2 Marlborough Way 

Family History 8th June at 2 pm 2 Marlborough Way 

Gardening 16th June Winterbourne Gardens, Edgebaston, 
Birmingham. Coach and entry to be 
confirmed 

History 23rd June at 2 pm Packington Memorial Hall, A talk on 'Sister 
Dora' by Ruth Vyse 

Industrial 
Heritage 

22nd June at 10.30am Meet at Daniel's Mill, Bridgnorth 

Italian Wednesday 22nd June at 2.00 
pm 

Venue TBA 

Literature 14th June at 1.30pm 28 Willesley Gardens 

Lunch 9th June at 12 noon Globe Inn, Snarestone 

Medium Walks 13th June at 9.45 for 10.00am Meet Newton Regis Village Hall,6 mile walk 

Music 
Appreciation 

1st June at 10 am Hosted by Lesley Thomas 

Quiz 18th May at 2.30pm Bull and Lion Packington 

Recorder Thursday, 9th June at 10 am. 65 Gresley Wood Road, Church Gresley, 
Swadlincote, DE11 9QP 

Short Walks 17th June at 10.00 Meet at Newton Linford car park of 
Bradgate Park (Post Code LE6 OHB for 
SatNav). 

Trips and Outings Thursday, 30th June at 9:00am The coach will leave the Royal Hotel for 
Tatton Park, National Trust House and 
Gardens. Details on trips page 

Walking 7th June. See walking page. Meet at the The Clumber Park Hotel, Blyth 
Rd, Clumber Park, Worksop S80 3PA see 
details on walks web page 

 
  



Early July 

Interest group Meeting date and time Venue 

Bird Watching 1st July 7-9 pm Cannock Chase, West Midlands. EVENING 
MEETING 

Bridge 4th July at 7-9 pm 
11th July at 2-4 pm 

Royal Hotel, Ashby. 

Computer 6th July at 2 pm 16 Winchester Way 

Digital 
Photography 

7th July at 10 am 16 Winchester Way 

Music  
Appreciation 

6th July at 10 am  43 Cambrian Way 

Walking 5th Julyl at 9.45 for 10am Queens Head, Coton in the Elms 

 
*For trips, outings, walks and other events which meet away from the usual venues, see further 
details in the relevant Group Reports below, or on our website www.ashbyu3a.co.uk    



Group Reports 
 
Bird Watching – Leader James Bloor birdwatch@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
 
On Friday 6th May, five members of the Birding Group drove to Whisby Nature Park, just south of 
Lincoln, to seek Nightingales, a bird for which this reserve is becoming famous, and is possibly as 
far north as the Nightingale breeds, usually being confined to the south-east of England. The 
weather was set fine, warm and sunny.  
From the Viewing Area next to the Visitor Centre we scanned the colony of hundreds of Black-
headed Gulls and found two Mediterranean Gulls, identified by their larger size and more 
extensive, darker hoods and two Oystercatchers on the island.  
A Coot sat quietly on a nest, while the water held a pair of Great Crested Grebes, Gadwall and 
Tufted Ducks.  
We followed the path past Coot Lake to the railway bridge and turned left, hearing a Nightingale in 
an oak tree almost immediately. After a couple of minutes searching, found the bird with views of 
the rufous tail. Our Target Bird, discovered only minutes into our walk, and we stood listening to 
its wonderful, varied, song for some five minutes. We soon heard and saw our first Garden 
Warbler, followed swiftly by another.  
Nightingale no. 2 was next on the list and then a female Blackcap.  
A singing Chiffchaff gave us good views above the path.  
In a clear, fast-flowing stream next to the path, we watched good numbers of minnows, with 
speckled flanks and the males with red undersides.  
After lunch at the excellent Visitor Centre, we returned to path by the railway bridge, listening to 
Nightingale no.3 and more Garden Warblers. Two male Blackcaps were seen and heard, a Buzzard 
was soaring over, and, as we walked back, we found a male Whitethroat in a small rowan, a good 
way to end a pleasant day out. 
 
Next meeting: Friday July 1st 19.00 - 21.00. Cannock Chase, West Midlands. 
 
Bridge – Leader Neil Roberts  01530 455957 
 
This is Bridge for players of all levels playing friendly Contract Bridge with some chatter.  
Several of our number are "beginners" or "returners" and we have experienced players who are 
happy to help others improve their game. We now have about 20 active players.  
We meet weekly on Mondays at the Royal Hotel, Ashby and at present we alternate afternoons 
and evenings. 
 
The agreement with the Royal is that we pay for refreshments. Currently when we play we pay 
£2.50 per week. The Royal provide Car Parking Permits free to our group when playing Bridge. 
If you would like to know more contact Neil on 01530 455957 or Pat Ford on 01827 830672 
 
Next meetings:   6th June at 7-9 pm 

  13th June at 2-4 pm 
  



Calligraphy – Leader Jenny Slawson  01283 229718  
 
We usually meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 2pm. A small but friendly group, we 
enjoy extending our calligraphy skills through a more experimental and creative approach to 
writing texts. We focus mainly on italic and uncial scripts and have produced some very 
imaginative pieces both at home and during our monthly meetings.  
 
12th May   
Five of the group met at Anne's to complete our 'phrase on a wave'. Some of us had experimented 
with ideas at our previous meeting and had even completed a piece but were keen to carry on and 
experiment further. Those who were not at the last meeting found it a bit more difficult to get 
going but having decided to just 'have a go' and not worry too much proved a good starting point 
and they found that ideas started to flow. Trying out different presentation styles, perhaps quite 
different from what we might usually do resulted in some very effective end results although none 
of us managed to get to grips with flourishes which we will focus on at a later date. 
 
Next meeting: Tuesday 14th June at 2pm at Sue Cornell’s house.  

Computers – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774 

We meet twice monthly to try to solve anyone’s computer problems and to better learn how to 
use them whether they are PCs, Macs, iPads or Android Tablets. All are welcome. No experience 
necessary. 
 
1st June 2016 
10 people came this week with an array of problems including Line spacing in word pad, copying 
and downloading pictures to and from the internet,renaming icons on the desk top, folders in 
mails system, wireless mouse and internet connection, and finally customising windows 10. We 
also had a problem with the cable lan connection probably due to the modem overheating. 
 
Next meeting: Monday 20th June at 2pm at 16 Winchester Way. 
 
Digital Photography – Leader John Howlett  01530 461774 
 
We meet to try understand how to get the best out of our digital cameras whether they are simple 
compact cameras or full-blooded DSLRs and how to edit or modify the pictures afterwards. We try 
to get out and practice every other month. We do not as yet enter competitions.  
 
2nd June 2016 
4 photographers met and as 3 had been on the previous months Moira trip we looked at their 
photos, one of which showed one of the party walking down the middle of the canal. There 
followed a brief demonstration of how to Photoshop items from one photo onto another using 
elements the cheaper package from Adobe. 

 
Next meeting:  Thursday 7th July at 10am at 16 Winchester Way 
  



Drawing and Painting – Contact Chris Dogherty  01530 411148   
 
18th May 2016 After a hesitant start due to poor weather our group of five toured the outdoor Art 
about Town Gallery celebrating the annual Arts Festival. This year the theme is "once upon a time" 
and we challenged ourselves to recognise the story books depicted by the exhibits. Out of a 
possible 40 exhibits we located 36 and were particularly impressed with the children's exhibits in 
Huntingdon Court. Next meeting we will try our own versions of "once upon a time" 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday June 15th at 10 am at 2 Marlborough Way. 
 
Family History – Leader John Dogherty 01530 411148 
 
11th May 2016  We were down to four today.  
We discussed the possible subjects for our presentation to the History Group in November.  
John H is working his Irish Ancestry, and in particular the experiences of his mother during the 
Insurrection  
Audrey has a great deal of work done on preparing to e-publish a series of 30 letters between two 
of her family. Currently working on ways of showing only those members of the family tree that 
are relevant. Not easy to do in Ancestry!  
Lesley wants to try and push her Family Tree past 1841. We looked at the earliest member, and 
John D offered to explore the LDS (Mormon) records ,and see what he can dig up. (Post meeting, 
he reported some considerable success to Lesley, and has printed records for her)  
John D outlined his projected presentation for the November meeting: a look at what a 
considerable amount of information can be deduced from even the simplest documents.  
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 8th of June at 10pm at 2 Marlborough Way.  
 
Gardening - Leader Paul Dean 01283 295987 
 
The Gardening Group has been successfully running ever since the U3A started in Ashby. It has 
always been well supported and remains one of the largest interest groups. The gardening 
committee try really hard to provide a good selection of activities suitable for all, including 
specialised talks on various topics, interesting trips out to well-known gardens and social events 
where plants are swapped and garden problems are solved! You certainly don't need to know any 
Latin names or recognise any plant by their leaves alone! There is always food to be eaten and 
drinks to be drunk at the end of each meeting and occasionally prizes to be won! The club is full of 
friendly faces so please come along and meet some of us and give the gardening club a try. 
 
19th May  Our gardening group trip to Wymeswold, Leicestershire to visit two 'yellow book' 
gardens was a great success. The weather forecast was for rain but luckily it held off until our 
journey home. 
The two gardens were very different but both interesting. One built on a steep slope with a lovely 
view of the village church, it had quirky garden ornaments and was planted to encourage a variety 
of wildlife. The other garden was accessed by a steep driveway but the garden was flattened and 
divided into different themed areas. This made the garden appear more formal. There was a small 
orchard and aquatic wildlife was encouraged by the presence of garden ponds. 
At the second garden we could buy tea and cake and sit in the garden or peruse the plants which 
were for sale. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 16th June, 2 – 4 pm at Winterbourne Gardens, Edgebaston. Coach and 
entry TBC 



History – Leader Dorothy Chapman 01530 413042 
 
26th May 2016 Grace Dieu Abbey and Manor Park visit  
About 20 historians gathered at the Bull Inn to take a walk in the Park. 
Ann Petty, her brother Bob (not petty!) and John ably conducted a fascinating wander through the 
parks and woods forming part of the Grace Dieu estate. As we wandered, our guides, each in his 
own milieu, talked very knowledgeably about the woodlands and parks, the history of the whole 
estate and the structures therein. There are terrifying declivities (quarries) left over from the 
Industrial Revolution, picturesque streams and lovely woodland walks. Ann gave us a potted 
history of the Manor itself, now, of course a private primary school. 
Bob described how the woods were managed down the years and at present, and John talked us 
through the railway embankments and arches, and the (dry) canal. 
From there we went out into the open area around the old Priory ruins. 
Ann took us through the history of the buildings and the rescue mounted by The Friends of Grace 
Dieu Priory (www.gracedieupriory.org.uk) which removed decades of overgrowth to reveal the 
ruins as they now are. Bob was most knowledgeable about the changes to the structure itself as it 
went from Priory (founded in 1239 until dissolved by Henry VIII in 1538) through Tudor Manor 
House, to derelict ruin. We wandered freely over the ruins which are a fund of information for the 
archaeologist, but possibly less so for the uninitiated, but full of interest, nonetheless! 
The tour wound up at a cast iron seated figure of the Prioress, watching over her legacy. 
We all thought it a most excellent tour, in a lovely part of the estate. 
Thank you, David, for organising it.  
 
Next meeting: Thursday 23rd June at 2pm -  “Sister Dora” by Ruth Vyse 
 
Industrial Heritage – Leader Mike Stow 01530 469152 
 
25th May. Bletchley Park 
38 people went to Bletchley. The weather was mostly dry but cool. The site has expanded since 
the last time we visited a few years ago. On our arrival we were met by a rep who took us to the 
Conference Centre where most of our group opted for the human 50-minute tour in which the 
guide talked about the history of the site and how the code breaking was carried out in the various 
huts. Some also took advantage of the free multimedia device as well. Our guide was very 
informative and gave us the historical background we needed to go off and find out more about 
this fascinating place, which was the central site for Britain's code breakers during WW ll. 
Otherwise we were free to tour the buildings to see the exhibits or watch demonstrations, one 
being an explanation of how the Bombe machine worked. 
 
A walk up to the National Museum of Computing building at the top of the site proved fruitless as 
it is only open on 3 days a week and that day wasn't one of them! The NMoC is a separate 
organisation and it seems strange that there isn't more co-operation between the two bodies. 
 
Restoration of the site continues including the building of brick blast walls around the huts as 
would have been there during the war. It was pointed out that the walls were very close to the 
huts and almost up to roof height. This made it very difficult to open windows for fresh air in hot 
weather and made the huts very dark in the winter months. 
 
A very interesting and thoroughly enjoyable visit with so much to see. 
 
Next meeting:  Wednesday June 22nd, Severn Valley Railway and Daniel's Mill.  
 



Italian Group – Leader Lynda Hall  01530 415922  
 
18th May 2016  
 
Today we carried on with the house, working through the types of rooms, but this time trying to 
visualise the relationships of one to the other. Lynda first had us listen to the description of a 
largish apartment, then we had to apply this information and vocabulary to a different, smaller 
apartment. Then came another listening session, working our way round a single room with 
furniture. The exercises repeatedly stretched what we know about verbs, plurals, singulars, 
pronouns and prepositions. All in all a thorough work out. 

 
Next meeting: Wednesday June 22nd at 2 pm at Jane's. 1 Ratcliffe Close 
 
Literature Group - Leader Sandra Harris  01530 416653 
 
The group meets at 1.30pm as in the dark days of winter most members like to drive home while it 
is still light. We have many lively discussions and agree to differ about many aspects of the books 
we read. 
 
Next meeting:  Tuesday 14th June at 28 Willesley Gardens:-  

 “Brixton Beach” by Roma Tearne 
 
Luncheon Group – Leader Ray Bentley  01530 412505 
 
We are a group of men and ladies who enjoy a meal together, we take it in turn to choose a venue 
and organise it. Everyone is welcome, all we ask is that you sign the board in the coffee room at 
the monthly meeting prior to the lunch, so we can book the relevant number of seats. If you 
cannot make the monthly meeting please use the contact email or phone number. 
 
Next meeting: Thursday 9th June at 12 noon for 12.30 at The Globe Inn, Snarestone  
  



Music Appreciation – Leader David Oakley  01530 563409  
 
1st June  
Lesley Thomas kindly hosted our June meeting and although there were just four of us, several 
apologies for absence having been received, we did have an enjoyable and chatty session.  
Lesley started with two songs by different choirs. The first was the 'Song of the Jolly Sailor' which 
she had recently heard for the first time at a local choir festival. The second was 'Anthem', a song 
from the musical 'Chess'.  
David's choice of music for this session were all by the singer/actor Mandy Patinkin. Some old 
songs that we all knew, 'Who Knows Where or When' and 'I'll be Loving you Always', written by 
Irving Berlin as a wedding gift to his wife. Lastly we had 'Me and my Shadow'.  
Ann went back to her roots and picked the Salvation Army Band playing the 'Largo' from Dvorak's 
'New World Symphony'. This was followed by the King Singers 'Always a Woman'. Lastly she had 
the Beach Boys 'God only Knows'.  
Dorothy went back to thoughts of childhood and chose Schubert's 'Symphony No. 8' but 
renumbered No.7, and known as the 'Unfinished'. There are several suggestions as to why it was 
never completed.  
Lesley then played some unusual music called 'Dogora'. Written by a Frenchman and set in an 
imaginary mid European country in an incomprehensible language. It's a piece for mixed choirs and 
orchestra.  
Finally with a few more pieces by Mandy Patinkin we closed the meeting.  
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 6th July at 10 am at 43 Cambrian Way. 
 
Quiz group - Leader Malcolm Bird  01530 563872 
 
The group meet at the Bull and Lion, Packington. The Start time is 2.30 and involves tables of four. 
You do not need to arrange a team of four before the meeting as teams can be organised on the 
day. This enables single individuals to take part - and to make new friends by joining an ad hoc 
team. 
 
Next meeting: Wednesday 15th June at 2.30 
 
Recorder group - Leader Joan Gibson - recorder@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
 
The recorder group, meet twice a month, to make music in a relaxed, fun way. I would hope that 
we would be able to cater for a wide range of experience and skill. 
 
We have now had our second meeting on 19th May, when we had 5 members: well, one isn't a 
member yet. We welcomed 2 new starters. 
 
Last time we learned 5 notes, and this week we built on them to play more tunes, learning about 
rhythms and reading music. Luckily, lots of tunes use only 5 notes! Our brains and fingers are 
being stretched! 
 
Next meeting: 9th June, 10 a.m. - 12 noon, 65 Gresley Wood Road, Church Gresley, Swadlincote, 
DE11 9QP.  



Trips and Outings Group - Contact Margaret Howlett  01530 461774 
 
The Trips and Outings group has been revived with Margaret and John Howlett taking over the 
mantle as group leaders.  
 
25th May visit to Woburn  
Having left the Industrial Heritage group at Bletchley, 10 of us continued on to Woburn Abbey with 
no sign of a let up in the cold and unseasonable weather. The approach to the house was an 
impressive parkland with, what we later discovered were 9 species of deer, happily grazing. The 
most famous of these was the Pere David's breed which had been saved from extinction by the 
11th Duke of Bedford. Although, still considered rare, the population is steadily growing and as 
well as the herd at Woburn, a small herd has been restored to its native land, the People's 
Republic of China.  
After a well needed hot drink we took a short stroll through the gardens, which are being restored 
and recreated based on Humphrey Repton's original design, before entering the house, which 
fortunately was not very busy.  
The Abbey has been the home of the Earls and Dukes of Bedford, one of England's most powerful 
families, since the 1620s. It is currently the home of the 15th Duke and Duchess of Bedford and 
their children. The house contains many treasures including paintings by Rembrandt, Reynolds and 
Gainsborough.  
We were able to admire the exhibition showing the discovery of the Chinese wallpaper and its 
restoration by the present owners and the underground vaults housing the family's gold and sliver 
collection. Personal favourites were the miniatures and the porcelain collection!  
A thoroughly enjoyable day out! 
 
Next trip: Trip to Tatton Park, near Knutsford in Cheshire (National Trust property) on Thursday 
30th June by coach leaving the Royal Hotel at 9.00am. The park has many attractions including: 
A neo-classical mansion – open for individual visits from 1pm to 5pm 
Award winning gardens – open 10am to 6pm 
A working farm – open noon to 5pm 
The Stables – places to eat in the stableyard 
Speciality shops – local and Cheshire produce and gifts 
A 1,000 acre deer park – open 10am to 7pm 
 
We will qualify for the following group rates: 
Single Attractions - Entry to Mansion or Gardens or Farm :- Adult £5.00 
Totally Tatton Ticket - Entry to Mansion and Gardens and Farm :- Adult £9.00 
National Trust members have free entry to the Mansion and Gardens, and pay half the full 
admission price to the Farm (£3.00 Adult). 
 
Coach fare of £17 per head payable as soon as possible. There are spare seats on the coach and 
we will refund any surplus if more people join us. 
 
Please contact Margaret Howlett at trips@ashbyu3a.co.uk or on 01530 461774 as soon as possible 
if you wish to go on this trip or add your name to the sheet available at the general meeting. 
 
There will be a further trip to Gloucester City and Docks in late August. The proposed dates for 
Gloucester are 23rd, 26th and 31st August. If you wish to go, please send your preferred dates to 
Margaret. Full details are on our website. 
  



Walking Group - Leader Bob Baxendale 01530 481435 
 
The walking group usually does walks of between 7-8 miles, twice a month, and normally have a 
lunch stop at a pub near to, or at the end of, the walk.  
  
The leader will be at the meeting place whatever the weather and will only cancel the walk in 
consultation with those who turn up on the day. All dogs must be kept under control at all times. 
Walking boots or strong shoes are recommended. Be prepared for bad weather by taking warm 
waterproof clothing. Leaders act in a voluntary capacity. All ramblers walk at their own risk. 
 
17 May 2016. Hoby  
There were 14 people out on a beautiful, sun filled day for a 7 mile walk in the Wreake Valley 
starting from The Blue Bell Pub at Hoby.  
We set off across a field packed with new Spring lambs and ewes only to find one poor mum on 
her back and unable to stand. It took several pairs of hands to get her back on her feet again so 
that was one good deed done for the day. After a couple of miles of gradual climbing we came out 
on the Asfordby road which we crossed to take a narrow lane which passed by Shoby Hall towards 
the pretty village of Grimston. This proved to be a peaceful stop for us to have coffee. We passed a 
set of stocks in the village which had to be tested out. After leaving Grimstone over frequent styles 
we found ourselves high up on the ridge leading gradually down towards Ragdale village with a 
view of our second Hall for the day (Ragdale Hall) in the distance. While admiring the fine views 
over south east Leicestershire we were accosted by a local farmer who told us we were not on the 
proper footpath. When asked where we should be he said; three feet to the right; next to the 
hedge. Very pedantic! From Ragdale we headed for Hoby church steeple which brought us out at 
the pub where delicious food satisfied hungry and pleasantly tired wanderers. 
 
Next walk: Tuesday 7th June at 9.45 for 10 am start.  
Meet at the The Clumber Park Hotel, Blyth Rd, Clumber Park, Worksop S80 3PA, or at Featherbed 
Lane at 8.45 am to car share, for a walk around Clumber Park, Notts.  
 
Medium walks – Leader Carole Harriman 
 
The Medium Walk group do walks of up to 6 miles. Anyone interested please contact Carole. 
 
The walk was based on the National Trust Wildlife and Woodlands medium walk which starts at 
Staunton Harold Reservoir car park. Our starting point was Ticknall Village Hall car park. On leaving 
the car park we took the lane almost opposite to the far end, went through the gate and turned 
left to a second gate to enter a field with two horses. We crossed the field to another gate and 
bore right towards Vees Wood which comes in two parts. In the second part we came to a mobile 
phone mast were we turned right and eventually crossed the Swad to Derby road. 
 
The path follows the edge of the field on the Nut Wood side taking us to St Brides farm. This group 
of houses are on the site of a medieval house of healing - see display board photo. We continued 
to Smiths Wood which we passed on our left with Melbourne Common on our right which 
apparently is used by light aircraft. We continued on past a farm selling Greek and Roman style 
statues for £1000 each. We did not purchase any as we were not equipped to carry life sized 
statues. 
 
The path took us to the Ticknall Melbourne Road which we followed down to Shaw House where 
on the far side of the road we found a footpath to the S H Reservoir car park where we stopped by 
the cafe for drinks and nibbles. 



 
After a short break we continued on down by the reservoir passing the sailing club and on along 
the track to the lane which passes this branch of the reservoir. We climbed up the hill until we 
found the footpath to Calke. This goes down to a stream and then by a very well defined path up 
the hill opposite and up to a stile and gate into Calke park. 
 
Here we turned left and immediately right down to the ponds. We continued on our path, did not 
climb the path to the car park and cafe, but continued overlooking the lakes until we reached the 
field immediately after the pay station for cars. We crossed the road and aimed for the new path 
that takes you back to Ticknall. The walk was 5 2/3 miles and took 2 and half hours including our 
break. 
 
Next walk: Monday 13th June at 9.45 for 10am start.   
6 miles. Meet at Newton Regis Village Hall 
 
Short walks Group – Leader John Howlett 01530 461774  
 
The short walk group organises walks using well defined paths and routes without stiles. The 
maximum length is 3 miles. All are welcome. 
 
May 20th  
9 walkers and a dog set off a little late from Thornton Reservoir car park along the road/dam wall 
to circumnavigate the reservoir. The weather was dry but looked like rain. We had walked about 
200 yds on the path around the reservoir when we were joined by a very late arrival. Reinforced 
we set off along the track passed the first apex and continued admiring the wild life. 
 
We turned around the final tight bend and soon arrived at the fishing hut where we took 
advantage of the facilities before we returned to the car park and on to the garden centre for 
coffee. We lost three and the dog as one had to return early and the dog was barred from the 
garden centre. The rest had coffee and a sticky bun (well some did) and agreed the next walk 
would be around Bradgate Park and went home. After coffee, a short walk took us back to the cars 
and home. 
 
Next walk: Friday 17th June at 9.45 for 10 am start.  
Meet at Newton Linford car park of Bradgate Park (LE6 OHB for SatNav) 
 
 
  



Your Committee  
 

Following the AGM on 28th July 2015, the following were elected to the Committee. 
 
John Howlett Chairman chairman@ashbyu3a.co.uk 
Anne Donegan Business Secretary secretary@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Dorothy Chapman Membership Secretary members@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Neil Roberts Treasurer treasurer@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Tony Smith Minutes Secretary minutes@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Ann Stapley Speaker seeker speakers@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
James Bloor Groups Coordinator interestg@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Mike Stow Web site webmaster@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Ann Thompson Welfare welfare@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Sheila Dean Committee member sheila@ashbyu3a.co.uk  
Isobel Salt Committee member isobel@ashbyu3a.co.uk 

 
Several members of the committee will be stepping down after July’s AGM. If you would like to be 
considered for a position on the committee, please contact our Chairman or any other committee 
member. 

mailto:chairman@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:secretary@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:members@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:treasurer@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:minutes@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:speakers@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:interestg@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:webmaster@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:welfare@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:sheila@ashbyu3a.co.uk
mailto:isobel@ashbyu3a.co.uk

